HBO Documentary on Sichuan Earthquake to be screened at The University of Hong Kong  

Message from Journalism and Media Studies Centre

The Journalism and Media Studies Centre invites you to…

The ASIAN PREMIERE of “China's Unnatural Disaster: the Tears of Sichuan Province”.

The documentary, explores the grief of parents whose children were killed in the Sichuan earthquake of May 2008. The HBO production, in Chinese with English subtitles, runs for 39 minutes and will be shown

at:

Date: Thursday, May 7, 2009

Time: 5:30 p.m. 

Venue: Lecture Hall T6, Meng Wah Complex, The University of Hong Kong.  

The screening will be followed with comments by noted author and journalist Qian Gang.  Gang is co-director of the China Media Project at HKU's Journalism and Media Studies Centre, and author of The Great Earthquake of Tangshan,(an earthquake in 1976 that killed at least a quarter of a million people).  There will also be an interview with the documentary's director, Jon Alpert, via teleconference from New York City.

About the documentary:

On May 12, 2008, a catastrophic earthquake struck Sichuan Province, 

killing nearly 69,000 people, and 18,000 are still listed as missing.   

What made the carnage even worse was that the figure included almost 20,000 children.  In town after town, poorly constructed school buildings crumbled, wiping out classrooms filled with students. 

The film offers a rare up-close and candid window into the anger of the grieving parents and their struggle to seek explanations and justice from local officials. 

Visiting Sichuan a few days after the disaster, filmmakers Jon Alpert and Matthew O’Neill (HBO’s Emmy&reg;-winning “Baghdad ER”) document the human toll of the earthquake and how one group of parents stages a 70-mile march to the provincial capital to demand an investigation into why the schools were so badly built. The documentary is scheduled to debut on HBO in the United States on May 7.

About the filmmakers: 

Director and producer Jon Alpert, who lives in New York City, has received international acclaim for his work in Iraq (both recently and during the Gulf War), Nicaragua, Afghanistan, Angola, Cambodia, El Salvador, Vietnam, Cuba, the former Soviet Union and the Philippines.  

He is Co-founder of Downtown Community Television Center, a New York-based community production facility based, and has produced many award-winning documentaries. Director and producer Matthew O’Neill, who also works at DCTV, directed the Emmy&reg;- winning “Baghdad ER” with Alpert.  

This film screening is free admission.  For further information, contact Kylie Chan at kyliec@hku.hk. 

