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Spotlignt on Departmeni

Historica Development

The Department of Paediatrics stated as a service unit a Queen
Mary Hospital within the University Department of Medicine. It was
not until 1962 when C Elaine Field was appointed as the first
Professor of Paediatrics that co-ordinated effort to re-organize the
paediatric service and the academic activities of the discipline began.
— s Early accommodation

‘W 1l for sick children was in the

? : Children's Wing and Head

e - Ward of the Hospital.

£ SRa 4 With increasing clinical

; activities, severa divisions

‘ ' - were created to provide

M service for new born

infants of Tsan Yuk

Christmay-tide in the old children’s ward in early 70's M aternlty Hospital in

1980, children with cardiac problems at Grantham Hospital (1982)

and children with various handicaps at Duchess of Kent Children's

Hospital (1985). A team of Neonatal and Intensive Care

Paediatricians (1982), and a program on haematology / oncology /

immunology service (1989) were also established. A strong

endocrinology team and a neurology / developmental paediatric
service programme have aso been organized by the mid 1980s.

Progressive addition of intensive care facilities and designation of
manpower resource to the neonatal unit was first organised in late
1980. Gratifying results were achieved as examplified by a marked
improvement of survival of very low hirth weight newborn infants at
Queen Mary Hospital from 20% in the 6-year period before 1981 to
90% in a similar period after the introduction of the ICU programme.
Increasing collaborations between the paediatric and obstetric
departments have also occurred with institution of regular perinatal
meetings and bed-side rounds, paediatric involvement in antenatal
diagnostic and counseling services and other joint professional
projects.

Teaching of undergraduate students has always been emphasized
and paediatrics became an independent subject in the final MBBS
examination since 1964. Paediatrics was the first clinical discipline to
emphasize on holistic patient care in its service and teaching
programmes, through activities such as home visits and medical social
case conferences among staff and students in early 70's. To promote
psycho-social support for sick children, we implemented liberal
visitations to the sick children under our care and we were the first
public hospital in Hong Kong to break away from the tradition of "4
visiting-hours aweek" in 1982.

We have aso initiated a number of "parent support groups’, with a
distinguished example of the "Cooley's Anaemia Association" in
1982, long before the concepts of self-help and enhanced health
education to the public had even crept into the Hong Kong culture.
Our child-centred approach in medical care was well illustrated in our
effort to establish paediatric laboratory in the mid 1960s to provide
various chemical and hematological tests in semi-micro and micro
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scales to avoid taking large quantities of blood needed for testing by
the hospital |aboratories from these "small" patients. It was not until
late 1980s when the hospital laboratory services eventually agreed to
completely take over the tests utilizing small blood samples.

Quality research work, especially those studying locally relevant
child hedth issues, has aways been emphasized. Examples can be
found in severa community child health projects studying: 1) child
growth in Hong Kong children, 2) infantile diarrhoeal syndromes, 3)
lead overload and poisoning, 4) asthma surveillance studies, etc.
Uniquely Chinese paediatric problems have also been investigated;
these have included: 1) neonatal jaundice and various laboratory
aspects on bilirubin metabolism, 2) G6PD deficiency, 3) genetic
mutations of thalassaemia syndrome, etc. Increasing amount of basic
research work is featured in the recent decade; these have included
molecular genetic and cell biology studies on the pattern and the
mechanism of certain childhood diseases.

The department has always assumed a leading role in community
paediatric affairs. This can be seen by the initiation of the Hong Kong
Paediatric Society (1962) and the Hong Kong Academy College of
Paediatricians (1988), besides organizing and participating in specia
interest groups such as the Spastic Association in 1963 and the
Cooley's Anemia Association in 1982 and the UNICEF (Hong Kong)
in 1985. All senior staff have contributed actively to academic and
professional exchanges with other paediatric centres, especialy with
those in China. Our department was among the first clinical
departments to foster such exchanges with Mainland China since
1982. Exchange academic visits at different levels regularly occur
with centres in various parts of the world. Externa fundings have
been secured for Visiting Professors to come to teach in the
department every year. We have dso been offering scholarships for
trainees coming from Mainland China, Philippines and other Asian
countries.

Br Professor C Y Yﬂmg ( 155} fﬁ!hﬁ)
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Interview with Professor YL Lau (%15 F%)
(Head and Chief of Service of Department)

"Congratulations to your recent appointment to
the Chair and Headship of the Department of

@ Peediatrics "
. Ve "Thank you® | am just happy to be able to
continue to serve our Department and to
, help it evolve along the direction of the
Faculty and the University," said Professor YL
Lau with his usual modesty
How long have you been back in Hong Kon 7g
and what chang&sm the Department have you observed over these years
"I returned to Hong Kong in 1988 after spending 16 years in the United
Kingdom In those days, the Department was less orientated towards
research However, since the early 1990's, we have become more
research orientated and we have continued to grow in this direction
since" answered Professor Lau
"What are your plans for the Department™
"The plans are aong the three important functions of al academic
clinical department - teaching, research and clinical services," sad
Professor Lau
Professor Lau has been heavily involved in undergraduate teaching,
particularly the new curriculum which started three years ago in our
Medical School In the two months since Professor Lau has been
appointed to the Headship, he has visited the paediatnc departments of
nine public hospitals and contacted over twenty pnvate paediatricians to
arrange possible attachment of his students "It is important that our
students experience how other hospitals function as well as paediatrics
and child hedlth in the community It is aso important to creste a 'Hong
Kong identity' amongst our students," enthused Professor Lau
"While we implement changes in the way we teach our students
methods used to assess them should be modified, too," said Professor
Lau In the Department of Paediatrics, students as from year 2000 will
be assessed using more objective methods  For example, in the clinical
examination, students will be observed and assessed while they are
interviewing a child's parent(s) for clinical history In this way, the
examiners will be able to assess the student's line of thoughts, problem
orientation as well as communication skills
Professor Lau is a strong advocate of scientific research as backbones
for the advancement in medicine In the last two months, he has
introduced a number of schemes to encourage his staff to actively
participate in research  He encourages collaboration between members
of his Department as well as other Faculty members To further develop
research culture within his Department, Professor Lau has recently
cregied a departmenta research fund to support dl full-time members,
academic and non-academic, on their research proposals A new
mentorship scheme for junior staff of the Department has aso been
started recently "The objective of this scheme is to nurture our junior
staff in basic and clinica research In addition to supervising the junior
member on higher research project, the mentor will aso teach him/her
scientific writing skills  This scheme is particularly amed for registrars
who are submitting a dissertation to the Hong Kong College of
Paediatricians as part of the exit examination requirement Every effort
will be made to encourage our registrars to base their dissertations on a
research project Limited funding support will be provided by the
Department and we hope that most of these dissertations will appear as
scientific papers in local and international journals,” stressed Professor
Lau
"l would like to encourage our staff to venture into new areas of
research, t0o," said Professor Lau  These areas include genome research
as well as immunology and molecular medicine Professor Lau would
like to establish research collaboration with community based
paediatricians and honorary staff of the Department, and to continue the
collaboration with paediatnc units in China," added Professor Lau
On the development of clinical services in paediatrics, Professor Lau feels
there is a nead tor a better interface between carers for children in the
community and the Department To start with, the Department will s&t up
a user friendly "one stop" referra system for honorary teachers of the
Department  Direct referrals can be made to on cdl staff in Queen Mary
Hospital Once the acute problem has been dedt with, the child can be

"

referred back to the honorary teacher for further follow up
Asked if he has any personal plans, Professor Lau said, "The
administrative duties have taken up 120% of my time o far and | have
had no time to think about my own plans for the time being" Having
sad that, however, Professor Lau has established a number of research
areas which he hopes to continue They include research in cord blood
immunology, telomerase activity and cell survival, mannose binding
lectin and various disease states, and immune response in common
childhood disorders such as influenza infection In the clinical aspect,
Professor Lau is keen to continue his programme in vaccine
development as well as facilitating the implementation of screening tor
the prevention of vertical transmission of HIV infection in his capacity
as the Chairman of the Scientific Committee on AIDS

"Findly, can you sum up in one sentence what expectations paediatrics
do you havein our graduates™

“| am afraid that it is not possible to sum up my expectation in one
sentence” said Professor Lau "Wl at the end of our cumculum, |
would expect my students to redlize the importance of the upbringing of
achild, and that would require a holistic approach as well as tolerance
and appreciation It is dso important that our students are aware of
differences in the physiology of a child at different developmental
sages  They should understand that the baby is not asmall child and the
child is not a small adult As the old saying goes, "The Child is the
Father of the Man " Laslly, of course, dl my students should be humane
to his patients and knowledgesble in common paediatnc conditions "

In other words, Professor Lau expects his students to be likehim  This
may be ahard act to follow

Interview with Dr PT Cheung (#%§)

Q: Name one direction that you think
the Department of Paediatrics should
focus on to strengthen the role in
Paediatrics'

A: | have personally chosen to establish a !
range of complementary molecular g
genetic mutational analyses that can
strengthen clinical management
Bringing mature laboratory research
tools to clinical practice is one of my missions | am currently
involved in understanding the molecular genetic basis for such
clinical problems as insulin dependent diabetes melhtus,
congenital adrenal and salt disorders, sexual differentiation
disorders, short statures, and some neurodegenerative disorders
like spinal and bulbar muscular atrophy, mitochondnal DNA
defect, and Pelizeus Merzbacher Disease

Q: Why areyou also engaged in basic neuroscience research as a
clinical endocrmologist’

A: | believe that as powerful basic research tools mature, there is no
real boundanes by traditional academic disciplines when it comes
to basic scientific work, kind of like information technology
blurring the boundanes in the physical world In neuroscience, |
am exploring the basic cellular and molecular mechanisms in
neural injuries and regeneration and testing the effect of new
therapeutic measures  This is a natural extension of my research
in the role of insulin like growth factor (IGF) when we identified
novel IGF binding protein involved in the growth and
development of neural cells Molecules like IGF-I are very
powerful and clinicaly applicable

Q: Anyparticular message about research thatyou want to give to
our readers?

A: We need to promote a strong research culture amongst our
medical undergraduates so that there are more young motivated
doctors who are poised to conduct in-depth research, clinical or
basic dike, in their future career path It is my dream to see our
graduates practise with an ever inquisitive mind and life long
learning ttitude




Interview With Professor Maurice P Leung ( #2-F)

Q: The Paediatric Cardiology Division in

Grantham Hospital is the oldest of such

units in Hong Kong, can you tell us a little

history about it?

A: Well, in the old days, paediatric

cardiology cases were principally managed

by adult cardiologists and cardiothoracic
surgeons. The subspecialty of paediatric
* cardiology began to take shape when Dr Wai

Kei-ho (7#5%), a well trained paediatric cardiologist from the
Toronto Hospital for Sick Children joined our Department in
1973. Later Dr LauKai-chiu (ZIf0E) andDrRoxyLo (454
joined, and together with the Departments of Medicine and
Surgery, they established a comprehensive service for patients
with congenital heart disease for the whole territory of Hong Kong.
Our Division has its ups and downs. It was down to its bare
minimum just before 1997 when | was the only academic staff
left. Things have, however, improved in the last few years and we
now have a relatively well staffed team with myself, Dr Cheung
Yiufai (i), Assistant Professor; Dr Chow Kai-tung (1K
40), Consultant and Dr Yung Tak-cheung (4 ), Senior
Medical Officer. We continue to provide atertiary referral service
for major paediatric cardiac surgery in Hong Kong. However,
with expansion in our subspecialty, major hospital authority
hospitals are now capable of diagnosing congenital heart disease
a an early stage. A tight network has been set up between these
hospitals and the Grantham Hospital.

Q: Areyou seeing morepatients over theyears?

A: The incidence of congenital cardiac disease is relatively stable.
With decreasing hirth rate in recent decades, we now see 60 - 70
new cases per year compared to about 100 previoudly.

Q: Does this therefore mean less work for you and your staff ?

A: On the contrary, indeed. With advances in diagnostic and
therapeutic techniques, we now have a much better diagnostic and
management programme for our patients. We are aso working
with obstetricians on prenatad diagnosis of congenital heart disease.

Q: Has the introduction of new techniques contributed to the
research activities of the Division?

A: Yes. With our very refined echocardiography technique, we have
been able to accurately define the cardiac anatomy and surgica
pathology of young patients. A good number of studies have been
generated in this area. We are also engaged in molecular genetic
studies in ‘common’ congenital heart disease such as Pallet's
tetralogy and the catch 22 (22g-) syndrome.

Q: With all these advancements, you must be seeing an
improvement in survival and quality of life of your patients?

A: Indeed, with many of our previously sick children now growing
and leading a normal life, | may not recognise them if | have not
seen them for sometime.

Q: Are there other personal satisfactions?

A: Since our Unit has the oldest tradition in Hong Kong, we have
been able to provide postgraduate training in cardiology for many
paediatricians in the locdlity, and for many colleagues from China
and other Asia Pacific countries, too.

: With so many "pluses’, are thereany 'minuses’ in yourjob?

. | guess sn. Probably because of the distance between the Grantham
Hospital and Queen Mary Hospital and the Faculty office, | do
sometimes feel isolated from the main medica school. Additionally,
since paediatric cardiology is a highly specialised subject, one
sometimes gets very absorbed in it and may become 'too focused'.

Q:Finally, besides many of the programmes that you have
mentioned above, what other long term plans do you have?

A: As mentioned above, many of our patients have now grown into
adulthood. Currently, | am working very hard with our adult
cardiologists to start a new subspecialty in adult congenital heart
diseese
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Interview with Professor Virginia CN Wong ( #21)
Q In which direction do you see Paediatrics is
going to move in the next 10years?
A: Inthe past it was apart of Medicine and now it
has been devel oping more sub-specidties of its
own such as neurology, neonatology,
oncology. | think that in the future, it may
integrate with other disciplines rather than just
keep on splitting into various subspecidties of its own.
S what role does the University Department of Paediatrics have
in developing generalization or subspecialization?
As a university, | think we should have a leading role in sub-
specialization. We need to in order to excdl intertiary research.
Do you think the average parent is aware of the University
Department of Paediatrics at HKU?
They are not, because we never promoted ourselves openly despite
being good clinicians-reseachers. We have been very very low
profiledl dong.
Q. Ifyou were to publicize the University Department of
Paediatrics, what aspects wouldyoufocus on?
A: We should publicize about our leadership in research, education and
clinical service, and our pioneer contribution to Paediatrics in Asia
How isyour research on tongue acupuncture doing sofar?
Actually | have finished the work on autism aready but | am il
analyzing theresults. It is encouraging. We are going to Guangzhou
to do research on stroke patients. In HK it is difficult to recruit o
many patients. We hope to promote Traditional Chinese Medicine
research in Hong Kong.

2 Q 2 O
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Interview with Professor Louis CK Low (i 20

- Q What is your perception of the
| direction ofyour department for the next

—— 10-20years?

~ A: What is likely to happen is that changes
will need to be made to meet the expectations
of the community. The government has

? 3 placed more emphasis on primary hedthcare

recently. In order to produce graduates who
are more geared up to work in the field of
paediatrics, we have to modify our paediatric curriculum to place
more emphasts on teaching by primary care paediatricians as
compared to the present which is heavily hospital-based. | think
the number of medical undergraduates are going to be decreasing.
One way to maintain the resources is to increase the number of
postgraduate students by taught courses and by research.

Q. What do you think is the image of your department in the
medical community in HK?

A: On the whole, | think staff of our unit are held in high esteem.
Doctors in private practice have for along time referred patients to
the Department of Paediatrics because of strong subspecialty
development. On the whole, when compared to other paediatric
units in Hong Kong, our department is fairly &l rounded with very
senior members of staff looking after each subspeciaty, and our
subspecialty units are well established with local, regiona or
international recognition.

Q Do you see that the 'general paediatrician’ will become
obsolete?

A: On the contrary, | believe that general paediatrics should be the
basis of all of the paediatric subspecialties. | would actually
like to see paediatricians as primary care clinicians looking
after babies, children and adolescents. There is need of strong
subspecialty development but the demand for subspecialists
will not be high in a small place like Hong Kong. In the year
as to come, more paediatric trainees will eventually work as
general paediatricians in the community rather than as
subspecialists.




Q Doyou think the University Department of Paediatrics should

focus on general paediatrics or subspecialties?

A: We should try to do both At the present moment, the bulk of our
teaching duty is for undergraduates Subspecialty development in
our Department is important for us to keep pace with the rapid
medical advances worldwide

. Can you tell us something about your own research?

: My research is mainly in the field of paediatnc endocrinology
and | am also interested in molecular aspects of inherited
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Magter of Medicd Soience
The Master of Mediicel Science programme: s
was completely revamped in 1994 to provide | &
structured training in the basic medical and s
clinical disciplines to engble postgraduates to
embark on specialist studies, practice or
teaching, and for career and personal profesqy paul lam of Surgery
development  Another objective is to provide a Drand Mrs Ng Kwok-keung at
bridging mechanism tor pre-cimical and clinical Dr Ng sgraduation
studies, and to promote integrated training in the fundamental s of basic and
applied medica sciences
The academic governance of the
MMedSc programme is under a Board of
Studies, with Professor John CY Leong
. , (1) as the chairman It was initially
7 {| administered by the School of Postgraduate
Small group tutorialfor the  Medical Education and Training, and since
Specialised Module in Public 1999, directly under the Faculty of Medicine
Health The number of candidates for the
MMedSc degree has seen a steep linear increase, from 7 in 1994/5 to 65 in
1999/2000 A breakdown of al MMedSc degree candidates to date
include 38 medica graduates 125 science graduates and 14 other hedlth
care professona graduates For candidates doing modular courses only, the
total number since inception is 64

Back to School - Great Challengeto a Chief-of-service

There are several reasons why 1 joined the Master of Medical
Sciences Programme organised by HKU Firstly, | believe that
congtantly upgrading our knowledge and skills and keeping ourselves
abreast of the latest changes are fundamental tributes ot a medical doctor
to ensure quality patient care  Secondly, after advancement to the
position of clinical consultant and subsequently chief of service of a
clinical department, | find the need to supervise junior colleagues on
research projects Thirdly, in order to promote and practise evidence-
based medicine, the wisdom and skills of critical appraisa of medica
literature are pre requisites Ladtly, it is in my sdf interet, to have a
more structured training on paediatnc endocrinology so that | may
contribute more actively in thisfield

On recognising my own insufficiencies and with the desire and
motivation to learn a a stage when | can afford the time and money, and
more important sill, the energy and intellectua capacity, | venture to take
up such acourse on a2 year part time basis It is quite agreet chdlenge to
me after graduating from the medical school for morethan 17 years

Going back to school was a rejuvenating process Wearing Tees
and jeans, strolling along Sassoon Road, sitting in the underground
lecture theatres of Li Shu Fan Building browsing journals in the
medica library , dl brought back sweet memories of U life |
suddenly had the urge to count my blessings through al these years
Of course, there were big differences being a student this time and
then This time, | had friends and colleagues as supervisors with
whom | can chat, and discuss over meals and cups of coffee Needless
to say, | had hard times in preparing for exams, reviews, dissertation
and Nevertheless, | aso enjoyed the fun in the process, the sense
of achievement of passing exams and completing the dissertation

endocrine disorders We are actually now moving abit more into
growth nutrition

Q Do you see the department as a regional referral centre for
molecular diagnosis and genetics in paediatrics?

A: | think we have to work towards that, because if you look &t the
development of the Faculty, it is one area that our Faculty is
placing a lot of emphasis on, and | think the department should
work towards that god We aso have faculty members who are
actively involved in this area of research

It wasjust like bearing ababy and having thejoy of giving birth

| took up 4 core modules on "laboratory methods and
instrumentation”, "numerical methods and statistics in clinical practice”,
‘epidemiology and critical appraisal", and "gene and gene functions’,
and a specialised module on "paediatnc endocnnology” Overal, |
think the course met my expectations It was eye-opening and
confidence-building For the teaching style, | prefer that in
"Epidemiology and critical gppraisd” "Laboratory methods', sorry to
say, was the most bonng and | often fell adeep in class 1 hope they can
be more clinically orientated | find the advances in genetics most
fascinating Great challenges Lifelong learning is everybody's
business Would you like to set a new target® Turn an idea into reality
with an action

By DrHuen Kwai-fim (#ift4}F), Chiefof Service & Consultant Department of
Paediatrics Tseung Kwan O Hospital

Master of Research in Medicine (MRegMed)]) Programme

For the first time, a Master of Research degree programme will
be introduced to Hong Kong a the HKU Faculty of Medicine in
the coming September, with the specific aim to provide structured
research training to MBBS students while they are still in the
medical school, and to develop in them life long skills in the art
and science of medical research

The Master of Research in Medicine (MResMedJ) programme
is a full time intercalated programme for MBBS students to take
place between Year 3 and Year 4 of the medical curriculum and
during the Specia Studies Module of Year 5 Candidates will be
required to undertake a minimum of 408 hours of prescribed work
comprising a supervised research project, hands on training in
research skills, and relevant coursework Scholarships covering
the composition fee as well as a subsistence allowance will be
provided Professional accreditation of the MRes(Med)
programme from the Hong Kong Academy of Medicine is being
sought with the hope that the degree can be counted as a defined
period of research training toward the achievement of the FHKAM
qualification

Enquiries on the MRes(Med) can be addressed to Professor YS
Chan (Pfi4k), Associate Dean (Research), at 2819 9263, or
yschan@hkucc hku hk

The Magter of Nursing in Advanced Practice (MN)

Given the enormous global challenges in health care
delivery, the Department of Nursing Studies has developed an
innovative answer to the problems of health care in Hong
Kong Creating a new international role for registered nurses
who wish to make a larger contribution to health care
delivery, the department has begun a three-year, part time,
MN programme to prepare an advanced practice nurse The
role of advanced practice nursing will give the Registered
Nurse a higher degree of autonomy and greatly increased
opportunities and responsibilities to improve the delivery of
primary health care and to participate in outcome-oriented
health research



Dean's Message

The Faculty of Medicine has the longest
history in al tertiary ingtitutions in Hong Kong
Itis also the first Faculty to embark on a medical

education reform of its centunal curriculum
F since 1997 It is the forerunner of medical
education reform in the Asian region

| am very proud to report to you that our
seminar and workshop on "Medicad Education
Reform the Hong Kong Experience’ in March
was well attended by over 70 medical education leaders from 28
Universtiesin the Asian region The participants agreed on the need to
form an Asian Medicd Education Association and our Medica Faculty
was made the Liaison Office The aims of the Association are to
identify, recognise and enhance the characteristic features and strengths

Master of Philosophy (MPHil) and Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)

These are research postgraduate degrees offered by the Faculty of

Medicine The Master of Philosophy programme consists of formal
coursework and an gpproved scheme of research under supervision, and

it takes 24 months for a full time candidate and 36 months for a part

time candidate The Doctor of Philosophy candidate is required to

follow an approved course of study and research under supervision for a
period not less than 36 months and not more than 60 months for a full-

time candidate and 54 to 72 months in the case of a part time candidate

The degree is awarded to the candidate whose research is of origina

contribution to knowledge and worthy of publication Recently, the
University Grants Committee has approved the introduction of a4 year
PhD programme for those candidates admitted without a research

master degree

The staff of the Faculty of Medicine has supervised many young

and bright research workers who have made note worthy contributions
to medical research In thisissue, we talked to Mr Lee who is currently
an MPhil student at the Department of Pathology, to present some of the
joys and pains of a postgraduate research student

Interview with Mr Terence KW Lee (74 ), MPhil student
Q You ha\e been unaided the Young Investigator Award and
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also the Journal of Hepatology and
Gastroenterology Young Investigator
Award and Best Paper Presentation in
Liver What was your work which led to
these awards’

My research project mainly focused on
gene delivery using a receptor-mediated
gene transfer system targeted to liver
cancer cells The development of gene
therapy in Hong Kong is like a new born
child It potentially provides an aternative treatment for the cancer
Since the technology used in the project is novel, it was considered
highly, hence leading to the awards

How doyou plan to continue your work’

The study is dtill in the early Sage Before putting the gpproach into

clinical practice, systemic administration of the transporting vehicle
through venous routes of anima models will be the next steps in our

project

What led to the success ojyourpmject>

The University of Hong Kong has excellent research and

teaching standards In such nourishing environment, students
can maximize their capabilities Moreover, our university
provides a strong link with other universities and institutions
both worldwide and in Mainland China Through the
collaboration with top research center in China, | have acquired

Dr Irene Ng and
Mr Terence Lee

of Asian medicd education, to share information and experience about
medical education, and to strengthen and promote good pedagogy and
research on medical education

Although there might be skeptics of medical education reform, |
must take this opportunity to let you know that the reform activities
have created many occasons for us to improve on our teaching, both in
our existing cumculum and our new curriculum We are mindful of the
need for quality assurance of our teaching and learning activities and
hence, we are collecting data through monitoring and evaluation
mechanisms for us to take reference We feel accountable to the public
and to the profession to educate future doctors who are not only
knowledgesble, but dso skillful, humane and ethical

We aspire to be the Centre of Excellence for Medical Education

up-to-date knowledge in the field of gene therapy Here, |
want to grasp this chance to thank my supervisor, Dr Irene Ng
of the Department of Pathology, for her invaluable supervision
and guidance throughout my study

Q: Looking back on your 2 years as a postgraduate student at
HKU what were the haidest times that you went through’

A: Since gene therapy is quite new m Hong Kong, | was not so

acquainted with the experimental techniques and theory in the

beginning | had to endure the frustration when the

experiments failed It took me some time to grasp a better

understanding of the theory and work out the experimental

protocols

On the other hand what were the happiest times

In these two years | have had the chance to collaborate with a

top research centre in China, attend conference in the United

States and participate in various scientific presentations

through which | trained myself and widened my scope In

addition, | have made a lot of fnends in my Department and

we exchanged a lot of scientific knowledge and gave

encouragement to one another in difficult times

Q What advice would you give to other postgraduate students in
the Faculty

A: | am not qualified to give advice but | can share my
experience with othei postgiaduate students The world keeps
on advancing and the development of science moves
unexpectedly fast In order to update our scientific knowledge,
it is essential to read journals frequently It is not good to just
keep working like an ox Instead, it isimportant to think before
embarking on an experiment When we encounter problems in
our experiments, try to endure the frustration, find out the roots
of the problems and analyse them thoughtfully
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Comments of Dr Irene OL Ng (4% 4% 4k) on "being
his supervisor and how to assist him to these
successful achievements'

It has been apleasure for me to supervise Terence in his MPhil
study In fact, his previous HKICC Young Investigator Award, the
present awards and his most recent award at the 17th Meeting of
the International Academy of Tumor Marker Oncology have given
much encouragement to him as well as to our research team As
usual, our experiments did not always run smoothly, and it has
been a test of EQ for both of us to go through these challenges
Achievements could not be done without his hard work and
perseverance Meeting with him every week to discuss research
progress and to iron out problems was very helpful Last but not
least, collaboration with a top research centre has also been
crucia and beneficia in this study



Seminar and Workshop on ‘Medica Education Reform:
The Hong Kong Experience

The Faculty organized a Seminar and
Workshop on 'Medical Education Reform:
The Hong Kong Experience from March 8
to 10, 2000 with the aim of sharing the
¥ experience of the Faculty in curriculum
: reform with medicd educators in the region
who had the same aspiration for high quality
medical education. The seminar and
workshop was well attended by 71 medica
educators who were presidents, deans, associate deans or senior academics
of 28 medica schools or faculties in the Mainland, Hong Kong, Taiwan,
Singapore, Philippinesand Korea.

The Opening Ceremony on March 8, 2000 was officiated by Dr Alice
Lam (#AZ=3811), Chairman of the University Grants Committee. Leaders
of the medical profession, representatives from the Department of
Education, Science & Technology of the Liaison Office of the Central
People's Government in the HKSAR, the Vice-Chancellor, Pro-Vice-
Chancdlors, and deans of other faculties dso attended.

Fourteen members of the Faculty and several students gave
presentations on various aspects of our medical curriculum. The
participants were a0 given the chance to visit the teaching facilities, sitin
PBL tutorids, go through the PBL proc& themselv&s with our Faculty
members as tutors, and attend a -«
PBL case writing workshop.

With the enthusiastic and
open exchange of views, the =
event was a valuable experience [
that gave new indghts to both the
Faculty members and the
participants in the endeavour for
medicd curriculum reform.

Dr Alice Lam Chalrman ofthe
University Grants Committee
giving an opening address

Participants of the Seminar and Workshop

Donations

Mr Sun Chieh-yeh (# &t %) has donated HK$4 million to establish the
"Sun Chieh Yeh Research Foundation for Hepatobiliary and Pancregtic
Surgery" for the purpose of promoting postgraduate education and research
in hepatohiliary and pancreatic surgery in the Department of Surgery.

Mrs Leung Tang Lai Ming(#EEREEW]), wife of late Mr. Leung Kwok
Tze(3#:H]i5), has donated HK$5.26 million to establish the "Leung
Kwok Tze Research Fund" in support of molecular, cytogenetic and gene
therapy research projects in the Department of Clinical Oncology.

Hong Kong Surgical Forum - Winter 2000

The Hong Kong Surgicd Forum -
Winter 2000washeld on 15 -16 January
2000 & Queen Mary Hospitd, followed
by the 6th Joint Shanghai / Hong Kong
Surgical Convention at the Rui Jin
i Hogpital, Shanghai Second Medical
| University on 17 -18 January 2000.

Overseas speakers including Leigh Atkinson from University of
Queendand, Arnold Coran from University of Michigan Medica Schodl,
Yuman Fong from Corndll University Medica College, Patrick Gullane irom
University of Toronto, James May from Universty of Sydney and Anthony
Whidemoreirom Harvard Medica School, together with local experts, presented
atotd of twenty-six talks during the two-day meeting in Hong Kong. Topics
covered generd surgery, reconstructive surgery, vascular surgery, surgica
oncology and new developmentsin surgery.

On Saturday, 15 January 20(2), the 17th Dighy Memorid Lecture entitled
"K nifeis not enough' was ddlivered by Professor Sir Harry SY Fang (J7:Lvité)
The Lecture was well attended by amost 200 participants and was concluded in
deafening gpplause.
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Establishment of Asan Medical Educetion Association (AMEA)

One of the successful

. outcomes of the workshop was the
| establishment of an institution-
basad association of Asian medical
schools entitled ‘Asian Medica
Education Association. A
meeting was held on March 7,
2000 with the participation of the
representatives from 25 ingtitutions
in Asia that had indicated their
support for such an association.
The aims of the association, as agreed by the participating representatives,
are as follows:

1. To identify, recognize and enhance the characterigtic features and
grengths of Asan medica education;

2. To share information and experience about medica education; and

3. To strengthen and promote good pedagogy and research on medical
education.

A Preparatory Committee comprising the 25 ingtitutions members has
been formed and the Faculty will serve as the Liaison Office and proceed
with the preparatory work for the formation of the AMEA. Action is now
being taken to draft the congtitution as well as mission statement of the
Association.

A press conference was held on March 12, 2000 to announce the
formation of the AMEA to the public. Twelve representatives from some
of the participating institutions joined the Dean in hosting the press
conference and the preceding tree planting ceremony.

Split-liver transplant

In a 19-hour marathon operation, the | )
Liver Transplant Team at Queen Mary & &
Hospital, led by Professor Fan Shcung-tat [
(7% %) of the Department of Surgery, &
performed the first split-liver transplant for 2 F5¢ i
adult patients in Asia. The two recipients of "5 (82
one cadaveric liver were young adults in =15 -
their 20s with end-stage liver disease and memmr ST Fan fmn'hxﬂmm
had been waiting for a cadaver graft for over itf recovered putients
18 months. Both recovered uneventfully and were discharged 11 and 19
days after operation. The technique can potentialy double the existing
number of available liver grafts and partialy relieve the problem of
organ shortage in Hong Kong.

Tree Planting Ceremony to denote the
commitment of AMEA rto provide best qualil

FHEBEA)

medical education (-} FEBA

Egtablishment of HK & Shangha Mentd Hedth Rehabilitation
& Research Centre

The Department of &
Psychiatry and Shanghai Mentd
Health Centre (SMHC) have &
jointly established the Hong
Kong & Shangha Mentd Hedlth
Rehabilitation & Research Centre
for collaborative research and i
development of training Sgnlng Ceremony attended by (woondfrom Ieft to
programmes for psychiatristsand fourthfrom right) DrkYMak, Dr V Wong, ProfF
paramedicd staff.  The official glert o e 0 0 0 S S
opening ceremony wes held on
8th of December, 1999. The Centreis located at K Yee Mentd Hedlth
Resource & Rehatilitation Centre in Hong Kong. Dr Vivian Wong (B4
#%), Hospital Chief Executive of Queen Mary Hospitdl, Mr Jiang Long-hu (£
fiti), Deputy Director of SVIHC, Professor Wang Shan-cheng (£ )
Chief Psychiatrist of SMHC, Professor Felice Lieh-Mak (2£513E3E) Head and
Chair Professor of Psychiatry, Dr KY Mak (ZE}ERL), Honorary Associate
Professor of Department of Psychiatry attended the ceremony.




Digby Memorid Lecture

The Department of
| Orthopaedic Surgery lecture
| theatre was filled with enthusiasts
when Professor Sir Harry SY
Fang (J54(»#) took us al down
the memory lane which witnessed
the development of orthopaedic
rehabilitation in Hong Kong.

Professor Fang charted the
biography of Professor Digby -
the longest serving expatriate professor in the Faculty of Medicine
who was aso concurrently Professor of Anatomy and of Clinica
Surgery, and the University's Firgt Professor of Surgery from 1913 to
1945.

Professor Fang traced the development of orthopaedic
rehabilitation in Hong Kong and China. Starting with the rehabilitation
of patients who became paralysed after vertebral tuberculosis
infection, he outlined the progression of orthopaedic development in
Hong Kong which was marked with monumental events such as the
building of the first cripple children's home in Sandy Bay (which later
became the Duchess of Kent Children's Orthopaedic Centre).

The white paper titled 'Integration of Disabled People - a United
Effort’ saw the government's introduction of the National Policy on
Rehabilitation in 1977. Since then a statutory committee was set up
and has helped to mobilize community resources and in the training of
rehabilitation personnel.Internationally, Hong Kong has held
Chairmanship of the Regional Rehabilitation International from 1972
to 1996 and in 1981 - the International Year of Disabled Persons -
Professor Fang was eected World President. In dl, Professor Fang has
brought our attention to the fact that a successful rehabilitation
programme rests on a concerted effort of the community, the
government and the patients.

From left: Prof Paul Tarn, Dr Lilian Leong,
Prof Sr Harry Fang, Prof YK Cheung, Prof
Grace Tang and Prof William Wei at the
Digby Memorial Lecture

Alumni Update

The University of Hong Kong Medical Alumni
Association is delighted to announce to members the
launching of our web site. Members can locate the site at
http://www.hku.hk/facmed/alumni. General information
relating to the alumni would be available to both
members and the public. A membership application form
can be downloaded and you are encouraged to invite and
persuade your classmates to join the big family. (Please
refer to the insert for procedure in entering the web-site)

A password will be issued to each member and will
be sent to you under confidential cover. Through this,
members would then be able to gain access to privileged
information. For a start, all the current members' names,
addresses, phone numbers, fax and email addresses are
available and arranged according to the year of
graduation. Members can easily find your old classmate
with whom you have lost contact. We encourage you to
rekindle past relationship with your old buddies. After
all, this is one of the major aims of setting up the Alumni.

Members would agree that we had a thoroughly
enjoyable evening at the first gathering on 30th October
1999. Many of us, especially our seniors, were keen to
share their experiences as a medical student with their
more junior graduates. Lots of pictures were taken for

TheVist of Sr Walter Bodmer

Sir Walter Bodmer, eminent
geneticist and Principal of
Hertford College, Oxford,
was in Hong Kong recently, as
the University's Kenneth
Robinson Fellow. Among
many important commitments,
Sir Walter was Director-
General of the Imperial
Cancer Research Fund, and the
second President of the Sr Walter Bodmer presentinga lecture on
Human Genome Organization "Human Populations Genetics' to MBBS

. students
(HUGO). Sir Walter has
merited several scientific
distinctions and has published on a range of mathematical,
statistical, genetic and oncological topics. Despite his extensive
involvement in many scientific organisations, Sir Walter maintains
an active interest in research at their laboratory at the Institute of
Molecular Medicine in Oxford.

His visit could be likened to a whirlwind of events, beginning
with an impromptu invitation to alive radio interview, and followed
by a series of lectures to medicd students, seminars and meetings
with University administrators, academics, students and reporters.
His lecture to secondary school students was appreciated by the
students, many of whom approached him later to ask questions.
The Kenneth Robinson Public Lecture, Genes and People, held at
the Rayson Huang Theatre, was attended by well-known figures,
scientists and non-scientists. Sir Walter was Speaker at the Robert
Black College Guest Night on March 23, an event attended by
town and gown. His lecture, entitled The Public Understanding of
Science, was a great success and the ensuing discussions far
exceeded the length of his talk.

this memorable occasion. Over 100 pictures have now
been scanned into our homepage. Members can browse
through snapshots of the activities for the evening and
recapture the events down our memory lane.

A "chat corner" is being created and members are
encouraged to take part and raise any questions and
suggestions relating to the Alumni. Depending on the
nature of the questions, these will be answered as soon as
possible.

We also understand medical graduates of various
years might have set up their own homepage. We would
appeal to members to link or amalgamate their
homepages with that of the Alumni's. Dr Wong Chun-
por ( EF ) will be the coordinator for this purpose.
Kindly contact him through cpwong@ha.org.hk.

We are delighted to announce to graduates that we
have postponed our deadline on waiving the entrance fee
as members of the University of Hong Kong Medical
Alumni Association to 30th October 2000. For those
who have not submitted their application, kindly act now.
Application form can be easily obtained through our web
site a http://www.hku.hk/facmed/alumni.



Congratulations to...

Professor Raymond HS Liang (#3#4#) for being promoted to
Persona Professor in the Department of Medicine.

Professor Yuen Kwok-yung (% ) for being promoted to
Personal Professor in the Department of Microbiology.

Dr Louis WC Chow (i £) and Dr Maria PWong (-E35) for
being promoted to Associate Professors in Department of Surgery and
Pathology respectively.

Dr DA Higgins for being elected as the Head of the Department of
Pathology from December 1, 1999 to November 30, 2002.

Professor Lam Tai-hing (f A 1#) for being dected asthe Heed of the
Department of Community Medicine from February 29, 2000 to February
28, 2003; and for being appointed by the Chief Executive of the HKSAR
Government to be a member of the Hedlth and Medical Development
Advisory Committee (HMDAC) (filt e 8L 5 i 5 il ) 22 1 4
Professor Wong Tak-ming (##4#H) for being elected asthe Head
of the Department of Physiology from April, 2000 to April, 2003,
Professor Cho Chi-hin (it 22 3) for being one of thethreerecipients of

Hello & Goodbye
Wecometo the Faculty!!

Dr Anne E Greer, Clinicd Assgant Professor, Department of Anaesthesiology

Origindly from Ireland | atended undergraduate medical school a the
University of Glasgow, Scotland. | moved to Hong Kong in 1995 and

after a brief time at Caritas Medica Centre joined the anaesthetic
department a QMH. | took up my appointment with the University of

Hong Kong in February 2000. My areas of interest include
neurosurgical anaesthesa and having spent some time in obstetrics and
gynaecology before coming to Hong Kong | am interested in
anaesthesiarelated to this specidty.

Dr Zhang Wei-yang (##fi#), PhD

| am a new Assistant Research Professor in the Department of
Medicine. | came from the Nationa Institutes of Health, USA. My

major research interests are pathogenic mechanism and molecular
genetics of diabetic atherosclerosis.

Forthcoming Events

Professor Joan LF Shaver's Vist: To Present Her Research & Consult Staff On
Women'sHealth & Leadership

Date : May 10- 16, 2000

Venue . Block B, Nurses Quarter, Queen Mary Hospital, Hong Kong
Information : Professor PL Sullivan Tel: 28192621

Molecular Laboratory Research Course for Clinica Endocrinologists

Date : May 18-21,2000

Venue : Li Fan Shu Building and Estates Oifice Building. Sassoon Road, Hong Kong

Information : Dr PT Cheung, Dept of Paediatrics Tel: 28554485 Fax' 2855 1523
Email: ptcheung@hkucc.hku.hk

7th Mesting of the Centre of Human Development and Birth Defects
Date : May 27, 2000
Venue . Department of Paediatrics, 1/F. New Clinical Building,

Queen Mary Hospital, Hong Kon
Information : Dr SY Chan, Department of iatrics Tel: 2855 4076

Symposium on Molecular Medicine for Practising Clinicians

Date : May 21,2000 ) o )

Venue : Room 301B, HK Convention and Exhibition Centre, Wanchai. Hong Kong

Information : Dr PT Cheung, Dept of Paediatrics Tel: 2855 4485 Fax: 2855 1523
Email: ptcheung@hkucc.hku.hk

June Symposium on Clinica Tria Central Laboratory Services

Date : lune 3, 2000
Venue : Underground Lecture Theatre I, LG1,

New Clinical Building, Queen Mary Hospital
Information : Miss Josephine Yuen, Mr MC Cheng Tel: 2855 4669

Our Views...

the 1999-2000 Outstanding Research Supervisor Award of the University.
Professor Kathy SE Cheah (i &) and Professor William|
We (#i%%) for being awarded as two of the nine recipients for the
1999 Outstanding Researcher Award of the University.

Professor Daniel TM Chan (%) and Dr Lan Hui-yao
(B BEfE) for being awarded as two of the ten recipients for the
1999 Outstanding Y oung Researcher Award of the University.

Dr MR Chandra Rodrigo for being awarded the BS Perera Gold
Meda for the BS Perera Oration on "My contributions to Sedation
and Anaesthesiain Dentistry" at the 15th Annual Scientific Sessions
of the College of Anaesthesiologists of Sri Lankain 1999.

Dr Philip SL Beh (% 3r) for being appointed as a member of the
Committee of the Forensic Pathology Secretariat for the World
Association of Societies of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine.

Professor Chan Li-chong (B /1) for being admitted to the

Fellowship of the Roya College of Physicians, London.

Goodbye & Best Wishes!
Retiring:

Professor SF Pang (41 #)), former heed of
Department of Physiology: an international expert
in pined gland and melatonin, he has established a
productive program on basic and gpplied research
in the field over the past 25 years

Resigned:

Dr KN Chan (B %)

Assistant Professor, Department of Paediatrics
DrWCheng (54#)

Assistant Professor, Department of Surgery
MrKCChuk ($LEH)

Assistant Professor, Department of Nursing Studies
Dr D Opstelten (¥ )

Associate Professor, Department of Biochemistry

University Program 2000; Core Curriculumin Cardiology

Date - July 15-16, 2000

Venue . Grand Hyatt Hotel, 1 Harbour Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong

Information : Dr Kathy Lee, Dept of Medicine Tel: 28553633  E-mail: kiflee@hku.hk

Hong Kong Surgical Forum (Joint with Hong Kong Medical Forum)
Date »Jduly 1 -2, 2000
Venue : HK Convention & Exhibition Centre, Wanchai, Hong Kong

Information : Forum Secretary Tel: 28180232/28554235 Fax-2818 1186
E-mail: mededcon@hku.hk Web-site. http://ww/hku/hk/surgery

Hong Kong Medical Forum (HKMF)

Date 2Jduly 1 & 2,2000
Venue : HK Convention & Exhibition Centre, Wanchai, Hong Kong
Information : MsDenise Yu Tel: 2855 4607

Pog HKMF 2000 - Shanghai Conference

Date :July 3 & 4, 2000
Venue : Shanghai, PRC
Information : MsDeniseYu Téd: 2855 4607

Advanced Trauma Life Support Student Course

(May 15- 17, 19- 21 & June 28- 30, 2000)

Workshop on Basic Laparoscopy for Theatre Nurse ( June 3 & 4, 2000)
Advanced Coursein Lagparoscopy for Theatre Nurse (June 10- 11 & 17 - 18, 2000)

Venue : CWing, 3/F, Mam Block, Queen Mary Hospital, Hong Kong
Information : Mr LoboY au, Department of Surgery Tel:28554905 Fax:28193416
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