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Abstract:
Leptospirosis is a zoonotic disease which has emerged as a major cause of morbidity and mortality among impoverished populations. One centenary after the discovery of the causative spirochaetal agent, little is understood of Leptospira pathogenesis, which in turn has hampered the identification of new intervention strategies to address this neglected disease. 

In the recent years, our group has developed a number of tools for genetic manipulation of the pathogen, leading to major insights into the biology and pathogenesis of this pathogen. The recent availability of complete genome sequences for Leptospira also revealed clues on the life-styles of Leptospira in the environment and in the infected host.

Elucidation of the molecular mechanisms of pathogenesis will contribute to the development of novel strategies for the treatment and prevention of this neglected emerging disease.
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