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Abstract
By creating history, issues of remembering and forgetting shape future strategic alignment.  

This paper uses remembering and forgetting as conceptual frameworks to analyze memory and identity in historical international relations and in the transactional international intersection of philosophy, psychology, politics, and policy.  It then uses these frameworks and analysis to explore three conundrums with a rising China.

First, victors write history while those defeated remember it.

Second, the historical memory of some countries is too short, that of others too long.

Third, China and the international system will need to address issues of historical memory and future international identity, especially if and as China’s historical narrative retains central elements of weakness and humiliation and of self-conscious nationalistic and civilizational pride as it emerges as a great power with global influence.   

