LAA Lunch Gathering on 18th November 2005

As a trainee solicitor, how often does one get to have an extended lunch and catch up with friends, meet new friends and discuss about issues relating to the future of educating our profession? Six trainee solicitors, including myself, were privileged enough to attend a gathering hosted by Mr. Carmelo Lee, a Partner in Woo, Kwan, Lee & Lo, and Mr. Augusto da Roza, a former Partner of JSM and currently a part-time Lecturer at HKU, at the Chinese Club.

The lunch began with the usual self introductions and card exchanging and undoubtedly some of us were a little shy to begin with. However, our easy going hosts quickly lightened up the atmosphere by asking how work life was and picking up on the gossip from the new entrants into the legal field. As our discussions continued, we gradually focused on the PCLL and more specifically, the introduction of streaming into the syllabus. 

Most of us opined that the streaming had not affected those of us who chose the CPC (Conveyancing, Probate and Commercial) Stream as most of the changes were made in the Litigation Stream. Nevertheless, we were very much appreciative of our hosts’ willingness to listen to our few concerns on, for instance, the need to provide clearer information on the different streams.

We felt that since starting work, we had fewer opportunities to see our friends and so the organising of such gatherings was extremely worthwhile. However, with our watches ticking away many minutes past 2 p.m., and following some desserts, we thanked our hosts for their time, their comments and the enjoyable meal before parting ways. 

Those new graduates who attended the lunch gathering were Mr. Augustine Chan, Ms. Jacqueline Chan, Ms. Amy Lam, Ms. Pauleen Ma, Ms. Elaine Ng and Mr. Jonathan Shun Wah.
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