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	Abstract:
	Corpora annotated with semantic information are essential resources for computers to understand natural language. Previous studies usually either annotated (i) semantic features of words or (ii) semantic relations of items in a sentence. Li et al. (2003) annotated both but applied two different knowledge bases that could hardly be integrated. This paper adopts the approach of HowNet that incorporates both types of semantic information when annotating Chinese texts. In HowNet, meanings are constructed by a close set of primitives or sememes - the basic units of meanings that cannot be decomposed further. Based on the semantic features revealed by sememes, Message Structures are built, which offers a consistent way of constructing meanings from the levels of words to phrases and sentences for semantic annotation. 

The talk will discuss issues of manual and automatic annotations of a Chinese corpus based on HowNet. The results show that HowNet provides a robust model for incorporating linguistic knowledge into a Chinese corpus. It sheds light on the nature of Chinese and provides an effective means of analyzing this language.



