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Course Overview

According to the authoritative Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI, 2005), global weapons spending exceeded $1 trillion in 2004.  Does this level of armament make you feel more or less secure?  What are the world’s biggest security threats and how effective are traditional military means in addressing these threats?   When we look around the world today, are our national and international security apparatuses providing us with the security that we need?

Human Security refers to an emerging paradigm for understanding global vulnerabilities whose proponents believe that the world requires a more comprehensive notion of security, one that marries the traditionally separate fields of development and defense studies and links the traditionally opposing principles of human rights and state sovereignty.  Human Security proponents argue that today’s security threats go beyond our traditional understanding of defense threats, (e.g. attack from another state) to include poverty, economic inequality, diseases, human rights abuses, environmental pollution, and natural disasters.  Those who argue for the adoption of a Human Security agenda believe that if our security apparatuses focused more on protecting individual citizens and groups from threats that may endanger their basic survival, rather than simply on perceived threats to the nation state, the world would be a more secure place. 

While most of us may agree with the sentiment behind the Human Security agenda, the central question that this course will explore (and one over which there is extensive debate) is whether this agenda can and should be operationalized.  If so, how?  

To explore these questions, the course will be divided into four sections.  In the first section, “What is Human Security?” (Modules I-III), we will seek to understand the multiple ways in which people understand the concept of human security.  We will review the emergence of Human Security, and its major themes and meanings.  We look at the context of its emergence as a model for international security to challenge the traditional notions of national security and we will also explore the role of different actors, including individuals, international organizations and NGOs, as both referents and participants in the human security agenda.

In the second section of the course, “Human Security in Action” (Modules IV-VII), we will critically explore how successfully the human security concept has been operationalized by examining specific human security policies in the area of public health, humanitarian intervention, arms control, and natural resource conflicts.  Should Human Security be defined and applied more narrowly to increase its policy worth, or should it take on a broader definition and more ambitious application?  

In the third section of the course, “Human Security vs. National Security” (Modules VIII-IX), students will be asked if a human security approach might better equip the international community to address some of the world’s most pressing global security threats, such as terrorism and global warming.  What are the strengths and weaknesses of adopting the human security model to deal with these issues?  How does it compare with a traditional or national security approach?

In the fourth and final section of the course, “Human Security: What Does the Future Hold?” (Module X), students will be encouraged to make their own critical judgments about the value of the human security agenda by reviewing how others have critiqued the concept, their own analysis of the paradigm thus far, and by exploring some of the latest developments in the field.

Overall, the course is designed to immerse students in the discussions surrounding Human Security in order to help students to develop the confidence to constructively engage in the important global discussion about the nature of security and how it can and should be enhanced for all.  

Course Structure

This 14-week, fully on-line course will be divided into 4 parts and comprises 10 learning modules.   

Part 1:  What is Human Security? 

· Module I: Multiple Definitions

· Module II: Where did the idea of Human Security come from?

· Module III: If not the state, then who? Human Security Actors  

Part 2: Human Security in Action

· Module IV: The Failure in Rwanda & the “Responsibility to Protect”

· Module V: The Making of the Anti-Personnel Landmine Treaty

· Module VI: Combating HIV/AIDS in Africa

· Module VII: Water Resource Conflict & Cooperation in Asia

Part 3: Human Security vs. Traditional Security: A Critical Comparison

· Module VIII: The Challenge of Terrorism

· Module IX: The Challenge of Global Warming

Part 4: Human Security: What Does the Future Hold?

· Module X: A Human Security “Strengths, Weakness, Opportunity, Threat” (S.W.O.T.) Analysis

Each module will contain:

1. Module Road Map -- a brief introduction to the module, spelling out the module’s specific learning objectives.

2. Learning Segments – each module will be broken into specific learning segments that will provide students with the background information necessary for them to meet the module’s learning objectives.
3. Reading/ Viewing List -- a list of required and suggested readings, on-line video clips, and web-sites that will familiarize students with the latest/best thinking on the subject at hand.
4. Assignment Details – a detailed explanation of the module’s assignment expectations  
Assessment

The teacher will assess student participation in the course by evaluating their performance on the following assignments: 

1. Introductory assignment (5%)

Students will begin the course by creating an introductory message that tells the class who they are and why they are taking this course.  Those who have never worked with WebCT will also be required to do the WebCT tutorial.

2. Online Discussions (25%)

Throughout the course, students will be required to participate in a total of 5 on-line discussions (worth 5 points each), which will be posted on the class on-line discussion board.  Discussion topics will ask students to draw from the required readings and their own analytical skills to reflect on critical questions related to the learning modules.  

3. “Zanda” Simulation Exercise (20%)



Students will also be required to participate in a two-part simulation exercise involving the hypothetical country of “Zanda.” (This simulation exercise was developed by University of British Columbia Professor Brian Job.  Many thanks to Prof. Job for sharing the exercise.)  In this exercise, each student will take on the role of a particular person or group in Zanda to explore how the security needs of individuals, groups, and states may differ according to changing circumstances.  Students will post their character’s introduction on the class discussion board, which will in turn be used by classmates in the discussion board-based simulation exercise.  While no prior research will be necessary to complete this simulation, students will be expected to place themselves fully (and creatively!) in the shoes of their respective character in order to explore the different perceptions of security. 

4. Team Wikipedia Contribution (20%)

Students will be placed in teams (the number of teams and team members will depend on the size of the class) to contribute substantive articles on Human Security to Wikipedia, a Web-based free-content encyclopedia written collaboratively by anyone with an internet connection and a Wikipedia member account.  Details will be provided in class.  Not only will students be able to benefit from the advice of their own teammates, but they will also benefit from the editorial feedback of fellow Wikipedia contributors.  To find out more about the Wikipedia project, see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia.

5. S.W.O.T. Analysis (30%)

 
In the final assignment for the class, students will be asked to reflect on what they have learned in this course by submitting a “SWOT” analysis of the Human Security concept (approx. 1000 words), which will explore the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats inherent in the application of the Human Security agenda.
Learning Objectives

By the end of this course, students should:

· Be familiar with the multiple meanings of Human Security in global politics

· Understand the substantive policy controversies associated with the Human Security agenda

· Be able to compare and contrast Human Security with traditional security models, assessing the strengths and weaknesses of both.

· Have improved upon their critical thinking and writing skills.

